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Community Survey 2019 

In Term 4 the Dominion Road School Board of Trustees surveyed the school 
community.

The key focus of this year’s consultation was to seek input on the school’s strategic 
goals and vision statement. 

● We had 53 responses from our school community 
● The majority of the responses had one child at our school (52.8%) and most 

responses came from parents of students in Year 2 (32%), followed by Year 1 
and Year 4. The fewest responses came from Year 6 (15%)

● NZ European represented the highest number of responses (30%) followed by 
our Samoan (20%) and Chinese communities (11%)

Topics in the consultation included:
● Interest in a school holiday programme
● Communication
● Strategic goals
● School Vision

School Holiday Programme

Based on these responses the school will be pursuing a school holiday programme in 
2020.



Communication

In general most people felt they were communicated with adequately through a 
variety of channels - school newsletter, email, Seesaw, school facebook page and 
text.

The preferred method of communication was text (77%) closely followed by email 
(74%). The school’s facebook page was followed by 38% of the respondents.

Several people mentioned that they looked forward to reading the newsletter each 
week. One person found the newsletter too long and wordy.

The preferred method of receiving the weekly newsletter was by email. 3% of 
respondents said they did not read the school newsletter.   

There was some interest in being able to use Seesaw in a more indepth and 
reciprocal way with parents being able to share posts.

Many people expressed that staff were warm and welcoming and that there is a 
friendly and inclusive feel to the school. Special mention was made of the 
helpfulness of the office staff.



School Vision Statement 

Ma pango, ma whero, ka oti te mahi
Through Collaboration, the work will be done

What does this statement mean to you?

From the responses we received, we could see that our school community 
has a shared understanding of the meaning of our vision statement and 
families are positive about its purpose. 

People felt it sat well alongside our school values of Respect, Attitude and 
Perseverance (R.A.P.)



Strategic Goals
Strategic Goal One

Our students will have ownership over their learning

Responses to this statement show us that in general, there is not shared 
understanding around student ownership over their learning. 

Responses which showed a shared understanding of this statement included:
● Developing autonomy and independence
● Able to play an active role in the learning process
● Able to explain their learning goals, next steps and achievements
● Developing skills of self-organisation and responsibility for their learning
● Developing strengths 
● Learner centred

Some responses felt this was not an achievable goal for young children or those 
who did not have the motivation. Some felt it meant that students decided what 
they should learn with little support or that the child would have all of the control.

This has provided valuable feedback for us as this is not the intent of developing 
ownership over learning (learner agency). It is a guided process to ensure our 
children understand what it is they are learning, why they are learning it and what 
they need to be able to do, with guidance, to achieve success 

Importance of this goal to our community



Strategic Goals
Strategic Goal Two

Our school curriculum will be responsive to our learners

Responses to this statement shows us that there is support for a curriculum that 
responds to the needs of its learners and community, but that there is work needed 
to unpack what this means in a practical sense for our community.

Responses which showed shared understanding of this goal included:
● The school will teach a curriculum that our children will benefit from
● The curriculum is led by needs and interests of learners
● Support for those who need it, while challenging those requiring extension
● A relevant curriculum which continually adapts to the needs of its learners
● Student’s input taken into consideration 
● Delivering learning in a way that caters for the child and individual abilities

Some of the goals we as a school would like to achieve with this statement include:
● Understanding the history of our local area and using it in our teaching
● Using local resources to support teaching and learning eg: landmarks, people
● Keeping up to date with future educational trends and adapting our teaching 

to  a  rapidly changing world
● Understanding how our children learn best and the importance of identity, 

culture and prior experiences in engaging children with learning
● Raising achievement through learning experiences that are relevant and 

engaging

Importance of this goal to our community



Strategic Goals
Strategic Goal Three

Our school community will be inclusive, welcoming and 
environmentally sustainable

Responses to this statement show us that in general our community feels this is an 
important strategic goal and there was a shared understanding of its intent. 

Comments included:
● Always looking for ways to be more sustainable and educating children in 

these practices
● The importance of inclusiveness and respect for all cultures and individual 

differences
● Everyone is valued and all opinions are valued
● All are treated with respect and treated equally
● Supporting all types of learners
● Welcoming all families and celebrating diversity
● Being in touch with local community, staying local
● School is already welcoming and inclusive - it has real aroha

Importance of this goal to our community



Role of the Board of Trustees
We asked two questions of our community about the Dominion 
Road School Board of Trustees. 

1.  Do you understand the role of the board of trustees?

2. Would you like to receive regular updates from the Board of 
Trustees?

People liked the idea of a board report in the newsletter every so often. One 
respondent noted: “Knowing what the board does might encourage more parents 
to be involved.” 



School and Community Events  

We asked you what events you had attended in our school over the last year.

The most frequently attended events from the responses received were:
1. School Assemblies
2. Learner Led Conferences - Term 2
3. Know the Learner Meeting in Term 1
4. Art Exhibition
5. Milk & Cookies Evening (Book Week)
6. Book Character Parade (Book Week)
7. School Cultural Morning
8. Xmas Assembly & Prizegiving
9. Swimming Sports

10. Athletics/Cross country
11. EOTC Week
12. Grandparents morning

General Comments about our events
● Love that the school has so many event and activities
● School Production was amazing
● We appreciate activities that are held out of school hours 
● Could reading/writing sessions be held in the evenings for working parents?
● Colour Run - yummy food stalls and was a great family event 
● Could we have a disco?
● Children were tired during EOTC week - could there be just one trip a term?

Main barrier to not attending events: 
● Work 
● Appointments that clash
● Pre-schoolers

We will use your comments to continue to improve and refine what we do here at 
Dominion Road School, He Maunga Teitei. Thank you to those families who 
responded to our survey. Your feedback is important to us.

Dominion Road School Board of Trustees


